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period of his teetotalism, "Eh, dear, mum, what a comfort it must be to
you, when the Archdeacon's out of a night, to know that he's taken the
pledge! "7

Allen worked hard over his sermons, which were effective if char-
acteristically eccentric. "There are, I take it," his son-in-law re-
marks, "few preachers who would say in a sermon, 'If at the
dinner-table I help myself to the best part of a dish I am carving,
I am a child of Satan.'"8 Allen was abundantly happy at home
with his wife, his children, and his books; he was an industrious
and successful vicar and archdeacon; but when he sought a larger
audience for his views, he was less fortunate. His simplicity of
mind together with his firm convictions in matters of right and
wrong led him to protest in letters to The Times if men in public
life did anything of which he did not approve. As may well be
supposed, his interference was usually most unwelcome, and he
found himself involved in many verbal battles from which he
emerged by no means victorious. In 1883 ill-health and old age
at last led Allen to exchange his vicarage for the Mastership of St.
John's Hospital in Lichfield. He resigned his archdeaconry in
1886, a few months before his death.

LORD AND LADY ASHBURTON

William Bingham Baring (1799-1864), second Baron Ash-
burton, belonged to a rich and powerful family of merchant princes.
His father, the first Baron, for eighteen years head of the great
firm of Baring Brothers, had as a young man conducted the finan-
cial negotiations for the sale of the Louisiana territory to the
United States and in 1842 crowned his distinguished political
career by securing the adoption of the "Ashburton Treaty," which
set the boundaries between Canada and the United States. The
second Baron was by no means so successful as his father in parlia-

7 The same, p. 248.

8 The same, p. 299.